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PASK!

Hel ger staller till det. Ingen traning forstas pa superrdoda Langfredag.
Skartorsdag ar lite tveksam klart rosa till fargen. Men det &ar flera
somvisat intresse for traning. Och sjalvklart kan det sa bli. Dagen ar

ju all mant kl assificerad somen arbetsdag och karaten kér som vanligt -
santidi gt som dagen far karaktaren av att vara en | 6rdag.

Det blir alltsd en jour traning. Jag tittar ner vid vanlig tid. Sedan
far det bli somdet blir. Altid hittar vi pa nagot trevligt.

Vad sdgs omatt bara en liten gul kyckling bakom &6rat ? Val konmren!

Zeth

PS Envadjan om hjéalp! Lisa, nmn dotter fyller 10 och har kal as

| ordagen den 10.e. Lovade trolleri och gyckel eller nagot |iknande.
Hade en amatortrol | karl pa kroken, men han slet sig. Var egen Per kom
till bistand och 6ppnade fo6r en ny kontakt, som dock kande sig lite
osaker. Har du nagon amatortroll karl eller gycklare

bekant skapskretsen som eventuel It not ett Overkomigt arvode kan stéalla
upp en stund p& efterm ddagen for ett 20-tal tiodringar? Det réacker
med amat 6rni v&, det ar jippot som sddant som galler, inte konkurrensen
nmed Labero. Tack!

Ni shio avled i april, foddes 1927. Jag har aldrig haft forminen att se
honom live, men vad jag | art om hon via video och skrivna ord s& har
jag ytterligt stor respekt for han integritet och forhallningssatt som
santidigt ar seriost och distanserat. Saxade nedanst dednde arti kel ur
Ai Ki - News:

Shoji Nishio (1984),

The following is a two-part interview of Shoji Nishio Sense!, a

wel | -known 8th dan sensei instructing in the Tokyo area. The interview
was held on May 22, 1983 in Tokyo.

W understand that you first practiced Judo and Karate. Wat nade you
begin to train in Aikido?

When | first came to Tokyo, | was rather frail. | didn't do anything.
In 1942, after the war broke out, | used to go to the city Judo dojo. |
was working for a public office then. In 1944, after the air raids, |
started working the night shift so | was unable to continue ny
training. The war ended on August 15, 1945 and | went to the Kodokan on
the 1st of Septenber of the sane year. There wasn't anybody. There
wasn't even any glass in the windows. It nust have been nelted by the
heat during the air raids. There was only half the nunber of tatani.
The only person there was the old caretaker. There were no application
fornms. | just used plain paper and left it there. Then, | was contacted



by the Kodokan and received a certificate of approval to begin
training.

How ol d were you then?

I was eighteen. | was the first person to enter the Kodokan after the
war. (Laughter) Anyway, there wasn't anybody. There were no lights so
it was not possible to train in the evening when it becanme dark. There
was a tine when | went there and practiced ukenm by nyself and then
went horme. That's how it was. About that time, the denobilization
started. A lot of people appeared at the Kodokan. The followi ng year it
becanme very active. | was pronpted to 3rd dan and 4th dan. | began to
notice that there were restrictions in techniques because of
conpetition. Because of that problem | felt the Iimtations of Judo
and started Karate. My teacher was Konishi Sensei of Shizen-ryu who had
practiced Karate | onger than anyone else at that time. | was practicing
Karate with Konishi Sensei but | also felt the linmtation of Karate. |
t hought there nust be sonething else. At that tine, a former Karate
sensei of the Budokai naned Sodeyama who was runni ng Koni shi Sensei's
dojo and al so teaching there canme up to ne and said: "I net sonmeone who
is like a 'phantom. | couldn't strike himeven once." | was anazed
that there was soneone that even Sodeyama Sensei couldn't strike. It
was 0- Sensei. Sodeyama Sensei cane back to Japan after the war. Since
he did not have anywhere to go he cane to Koni shi Sensei. Then he was
told to cone to Honmbu. Sodeyama Sensei |aughed to hinsel f thinking that
this Aikido was being perforned by such an old man. 0-Sensei felt that
the Karate sensei was naking |light of himand said: "You are thinking
that you can strike nme, aren't you?" Sodeyama answered: "Yes". 0-Sense
then responded: "I see. | see. Strike nme. I'Il just walk around. |If you
can, strike ne." Then he started to wal k around he dojo. Sodeyama
Sensei felt vexed as though he was being nade a fool of. If they were
confronting each other face to face it would have been all right, but
0- Sensei turned his back and started wal king around inviting himto
strike. (Laughter) Sodeyama Sensei thought to hinself: "Wuat the hel
kind of old man is this!", and suddenly got up and tried to strike

0- Sensei. But O Sensei turned around and said: "Wat's the matter?"”
Sodeyama Sensei froze in the act of striking with his hand poised in
md-air. In the twinkling of an eye, there was a di stance between them
Saying, "Dam it!" to himself he tried to strike himagain. Then

0- Sensei repeated, "What's the matter?" (Laughter) He couldn't strike
himat all. Then Sodeyana Sensei realized he had encountered a great
sensei. He had to give full credit to 0-Sensei saying, "I give up!" It
was Sodeyama Sensei who told M. Nakajima and me to go to see 0-Sense
and so we went. It was around 1951. Anyway, | went to see Aikido and

i mediately joined the dojo. | was told to go and see but | never went
back. (Laughter)

M. Nakajima didn't join up, however, saying he wanted to do a little
nore Karate. After one year, he cane to practice Aikido. He practiced
Karate and becanme a 6th dan. He continued Aikido until receiving his
2nd dan. He told ne that his viewpoint on Karate as a budo had changed.
| thought that if |I used this kokyu I might be able to go back to Judo,
however .

M. Tohei went to Hawaii in 1953. On his return, he brought back a
| eat her coat which was inpossible to obtain at that tinme in Japan. It
had fringes |like the ones you see in western novies. He had a | eat her



coat when it was inpossible even to obtain | eather shoes... | really
thought it was amazing. Then, that coat was skillfully stolen. That was
what had happened when | turned up for training. | saw that all of the
uchi deshi had been nmade to sit in seiza and M. Tohei was shouting
sonet hing. Then | heard that Tohei Sensei's coat had been stolen. At
that time M. Noguchi, M. Genta Okumura and M. Sunadonari were sone
of the uchideshi. Then 0-Sensei appeared asking, "Wiat's up?" Wen M.
Sunadomari expl ai ned what had happened 0- Sensei responded: "Oh, it was
stolen, was it?" (Laughter) Then he cane into the dojo. Tohei Sense

al so sat in seiza because 0-Sensei entered. 0-Sensei started to walk
around them We were really wonderi ng what he was going to say. \Wat he
said was: "You're the one to blanme, Tohei." Then, he disappeared. Tohe
sat silently for a while. Then he, too, disappeared. Everybody was
relieved and started training. (Laughter) After practice, | was |eaving
for hone and ran into 0-Sensei who was on his way to the bathroom |
went up to himand said, "0O-Sensei!". He said, "Qoh!" | asked, "A few
m nut es ago when Tohei Sensei had his coat stolen, you said he was the
one at fault. Wiy did you say that?" He answered, "Don't you understand
why? Those who practice budo shouldn't have that kind of spirit
(kokoro). One shouldn't show of f things which people desire to have.
You can show off things you can give, but otherw se you shouldn't. Poor
man, he took the coat because he wanted it. However, by taking it, he
became a thief. It's all right to have the coat stolen, but he was made
athief. Stealing is a bad thing, but the man whose coat was stol en
conmitted the original sin. He created the occasion for an opening
(suki) in the man. As a budoka (nmartial artist), that's bad." | was
really amazed and | |earned the depth of Aikido. To tell the truth,
when | was practicing Judo, Mfune Sensei's house was robbed twice in
hi s absence. Those incidents were witten up in a nonthly nmagazi ne
entitled "Judo" published by the Kodokan. M fune Sensei was quoted as

saying, "The next tine he robs ny house in ny presence, | will catch
himno matter what happens, even if | amkilled!" An old nan, nearly
seventy was saying he would catch himeven if he was killed... | was

really inmpressed by Mfune Sensei's reaction at that tinme. However,
there was a big difference between 0-Sensei's and Mfune Sensei's
words. One was saying he would catch himeven if he was killed and take
himto the police. The other was saying that the thief took it because
he wanted it and that he should be let to have it, that it was the
person who was robbed that was at fault. There was a world of

di fference between the two spirits. | thought that even though one
practiced Judo all of his Iife, he could only reach this stage. On the
ot her hand, | thought that the depth of Aikido as budo was great. It
was that incident which caused ne to stop ny Judo training. O-Sensei's
way of thinking appeared in practice itself. He said, "It's wong to
use the words 'wi nning and | osing'

You shouldn't think in those terns." Hs words were great. As we
continue to live | think it's inportant to digest all of his words.

They say that 0-Sensei practiced the sword and staff, but he did so in
the process of giving birth to nodern Aikido. Even though we inmtate
himwe will not be able to go beyond what he did. 0-Sensei used to tel
us, "This old man reached this stage, you should surpass ne building on
what | have left." However, we tend to imtate what he did and end up
goi ng backward. Ten years fromnow, we nay be practicing the |evel of

Ai ki do of 0-Sensei as it was a nunber of years ago. After fifteen
years, we nmay end up going back to the forms he practiced at an even



earlier date. This is not right, he told us over and over again to go
beyond what he did. People like us didn't understand what he meant. But
after several years, when we ran into sone obstacle, we would think to
ourselves, "Ch, that's what he used to talk about." Qur activities
depend on 0-Sensei's words.

When you began practicing Aikido was 0-Sensei living in Tokyo?

No. He rarely cane down fromlIwama. It was half a year after | joined
the dojo that | saw his face for the first tine. Until then, | only
knew about hi m by hearsay. There weren't any pictures of himlike we
have now. You know M. O ake who lives in Iwate Prefecture now, he used
to be the captain of the Kendo Cub at Waseda University. He
participated in the National Kendo Chanpi onship several tinmes and
becane fampus as a representative of Tohoku Prefecture. It was he who
told me, "This is it! He | ooked exactly like this", while pointing at a
drawi ng of a dragon with glaring eyes hanging in the tokonona (al cove).
| used to think "Gee, does he really look like this!" (Laughter) When
he smiled, his eyes disappeared. But when you just caught a gl ance of
him the inpression was really strong. When he | ooked at sonething for
a second, his face disappeared into his eyes. (Laughter) O0-Sensei used
to tell us a story. W were really cheeky. For the nobst part, people
did not approach 0-Sensei... Wenever | had a question | went up to

0- Sensei and asked, "O0-Sensei, there was sonething |I didn't understand
of what you said a little while ago." Sensei would say, "Ch, good you
noticed that." 0-Sensei often had ne draw a circle, triangle and a
square and woul d say, "Keep it with you and bring it to ne when |I need
it." One day, when a guest cane it happened that he expl ained the
drawing and | was told to give it to him But when |I |ooked at the
present Doshu he made a negative gesture. | think it was because once
0- Sensei began tal ki ng about the drawi ng the conversation would be |ong
and woul d be an inposition on the guest since he woul dn't understand
it. I was in hot water. One of themtold ne to bring it and the other
the opposite... Also, | nyself had drawn it. 0-Sensei asked, "Wat's
the matter?" So, there was nothing for me to do but give it to him If
that drawi ng was put sonewhere, it would al ways di sappear | (Laughter)
Then, he would say, "Ch! It's gone!" and have soneone redraw it.

One week before 0-Sensei entered the hospital, we posed for pictures
with him | said to him "Sensei, let's take a picture." He told ne to
bring himhis "nontsuki" (kinobno bearing famly crest). He said, "M
photo will remain. What |'mwearing is not appropriate.” | went to the
present Doshu's w fe and asked for the nontsuki explaining that we were
going to take a picture of O-Sensei. Wll, she sure conplained a |ot.
(Laughter). It was very troubl esone to have to dress himup in his
nont suki . Anyway, we finally got himdressed. There was a sign which
read "Ai kido School" and | think he wanted a picture to be taken in
front of the sign. He stroked the sign affectionately. W took the
pictures there. That was in February 1969. One week after that he
entered the hospital. That was the |ast picture. 0-Sensei passed away

on the 26th of April. |I had a call in the nmorning and | drove fast to
his bedside. | was the first one to arrive. Then M. Okunura, M.
Yamaguchi and M. Tada came. His face was really beautiful |ike a Noh

mask of an old man. If one dies of cancer, there is usually a |ot of
suffering and the pain renains on the face. But, that wasn't the case
with O0-Sensei. He had a divinely beautiful face.
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